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Overview: Arrest-Related Deaths (ARD) Program

Prior to passage of DICRA 2000, there was no 
national system of counting all arrest-related deaths; 
most states did not conduct counts

FBI Supplementary Homicide Reports identified 
justifiable police homicides, but limited information 
was available and there were coverage issues
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The Death in Custody Reporting Act of 2000

H.R. 1800, The Death in Custody Reporting Act of 2000 
(DICRA), Public Law 106-297

“reporting on a quarterly basis, information regarding the death 
of any person who is in the process of arrest, is en route to be 
incarcerated, or is incarcerated at a municipal or county jail, State 
prison, or other local or State correctional facility (including any 
juvenile facility) that, at a minimum, includes -

“(A) the name, sex, race, ethnicity, and age of deceased;
“(B) the date, time, and location of the death; and
“(C) a brief description of the circumstances surrounding the 
death.”
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Deaths in Custody Reporting Program 
(DCRP)

Intended to facilitate uniform national reporting of all deaths in 
law enforcement and correctional custody

2000 – Local Jails 

2001 – State Prisons

2003 – Arrest-Related Deaths
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Purpose of the ARD Program

Purposes: 

1. Identify all deaths occurring in the “process of 
arrest”

2. Collect information about the deceased and the 
circumstances surrounding the death

3. Analyze and disseminate information about the 
nature and frequency of arrest-related deaths
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ARD Scope:

“Arrest-Related” deaths included all persons:

In the physical custody, or under the physical restraint of law 
enforcement officers, even if the person was not formally under 
arrest at the time of death

Whose deaths are the result of any use of force by law 
enforcement officers as well as those whose deaths are not 
directly related to either police action or negligence, such as 
deaths attributed to:

Intoxication
Suicide 
Accidental injury
Illness/natural causes
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Arrest-Related Death Form (CJ-11A)

Deceased Demographics
Name, DOB, sex, race/ethnic origin

Characteristics of the Death
Time/date, location, manner, and cause

Circumstances surrounding the event
Law enforcement agency involved, deceased behavior, 
action taken by officers, weapon usage
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Challenges to Collecting ARD data

Roughly 18,000 State and local law enforcement 
agencies

Agencies differ in how they define, “in the process of 
arrest”
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Methodology
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State Criminal Justice Commission 22

State Attorney General 8

State Police/Highway Patrol 8

State Department of Correction 5

State Medical Examiner 3

State Department of Public Safety 1

State Office of Financial Management 1

All Data Providers 48



Sources of Data
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Local Law Enforcement Agency 43

Media 30
County Coroner/Medical Examiner 23
State Police Investigators 19
UCR/SHR 9
Internal Affairs Division 6
Prosecutorial Offices 6
Other 7



Number of Arrest-Related Deaths,
by Manner of Death, 2003-2006
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Manner of Death 2003-2006 2003 2004 2005 2006

All manners 2,686 627 670 679 710

Homicide

By law enforcement

By others

1,540
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Intoxication 317 83 79 85 70

Suicide 289 59 84 79 67

Accidental Injury 182 52 41 47 42

Illness/Natural Causes 139 27 46 32 34

Other/Unknown 206 37 49 64 56



Arrest-Related Deaths, by Type of Law 
Enforcement Agency, 2003-2005
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Number Percent

Local Police Departments 1,432 71.9

Sheriff’s Offices 426 21.4

State Police 110 5.5

Special Jurisdiction Police 18 0.9

Constables 5 0.3

Total 2,002 100%



Future Analyses using LEMAS data

Law Enforcement Management and Administrative Statistics

Nationally representative sample of LE agencies (2003 N = 2,859)

Topics include: 

size of agency, personnel demographics, functions/duties, 
expenditures, resource allocations, equipment, information 
systems, data processing, policies, and programs

509 (18%) of surveyed agencies reported an arrest-related death

392 (14%) of surveyed agencies reported a police-involved 
homicide13



Current Status of ARD
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2007 2008 2009 2010

States* with 
Submitted 

Data
*N = 52

46 42 34 4



2009 Submitted Cases

63% - complete upon submission

15% - need follow-up on items other than manner and/or 
cause of death

14% - need follow-up on manner and/or cause of death

5% - need follow-up on manner and/or cause of death as 
well as additional items

3% - need follow-up due to inconsistencies within CJ-11A
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