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Deaths in Local Jails, 2000-2006
Recent findings from the Deaths in Custody Reporting Program
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Overview

I. Deaths in Custody Reporting Act of 2000.
I. Records come directly from the jails.
II. Record based on official medical reports.

II. Re-authorization pending
I. The Deaths in Custody Reporting Act of 2008 is 

working it’s way through the Senate.
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Deaths in Custody Reporting Program 
(DCRP) Releases

•Suicide and Homicide in State Prisons and Local Jails 
(2005, NCJ 21340)

•Medical Causes of Death in State Prisons, 2001-2004
(NCJ 216340)

•Arrest-Related Deaths in the United States, 2003-2005
(NCJ 219534)

•Deaths in Custody Statistical Tables (annual)
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/dcrp/dictabs.htm

Findings from the DCRP Statistical 
Tables: Overview
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Findings from the DCRP Statistical 
Tables: Overview

•Between 2000 and 2006, 7,008 inmates died in 
local jails.
•Illness and suicide deaths were the leading causes 
of death in
local jails

•52% illness (AIDS included)
•30% suicide

•Intoxication deaths was the third leading cause: 
< 1 in 10

Findings from the DCRP Statistical 
Tables: Overview

Number of deaths occurring in jails and average daily jail 
inmate population, 2000-2006
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Findings from the DCRP Statistical 
Tables: Findings

Average annual mortality rate per 100,000 local jail 
inmates, 2000-2006
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Findings from the DCRP Statistical 
Tables: Who died?
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Findings from the DCRP Statistical 
Tables: Who died?

• Of the 7,008 deaths
• 6,201 were Male (88-90%)
• 3,641 were White (48-54%)
• 2,327 were Black (30-37%)
• Inmates 24 and younger: 10%
• Inmates 45 and older: 40%

Findings from the DCRP Statistical 
Tables: Who died (rates)?
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Findings from the DCRP Statistical 
Tables: Who died (rates)?

• Death rates for men and women are nearly equal.
• At most, men were 1.2 times more likely to die than 

women (2001)
• Males: 146 per 100,000
• Females: 137 per 100,000
• Whites: 1.6 times more likely to die than Blacks, 2 

as likely than Hispanics
• 55 and older: 2.4 to 17 times more likely to die than 

other age groups.

Findings from the DCRP Statistical 
Tables: Top 50

• The fifty largest jurisdictions as of June 
30th, 2006.

• 2,464 deaths or 35% of deaths
• Average annual mortality rate: 146 per 100,000
• Average annual mortality rate for the top 50: 

» 167 per 100,000: about equal (1.1x)



7

Findings from the DCRP Statistical 
Tables: Who died and of what?

Findings from the DCRP Statistical 
Tables: Who died and of what?

• Men accounted for 92% of suicides and 
nearly 98% of homicides.

• Females accounted for 1 in 5 (21%) 
intoxication deaths.

• Whites accounted for 2 out of 3 (70%) 
suicides.
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Findings from the DCRP Statistical 
Tables: Who died and of what (rates)?

Findings from the DCRP Statistical 
Tables: Future research

• Mortality in Local Jails, 2000-2006
– In depth look
– Large jurisdictions v. small jurisdictions
– ICD cause of death
– The difference between jail and prison 

populations.
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Bureau of Justice Statistics 
website:

http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/

Deaths in Custody Statistical Tables 
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/dcrp/dictabs.htm


